
 

 

6th July 2020 

Kinsale Energy 

Statement by the Irish Offshore Operators Association on the cessation of production at 

Kinsale area Gas Fields. 

 

PSE Kinsale Energy Limited confirmed today that all necessary measures are completed to 

safely decommission the facilities at the Kinsale area Gas Fields.  Formerly Marathon Oil 

Ireland Limited, has been producing natural gas from its two offshore platform facilities off 

the Old Head of Kinsale since 1978. The company, operator of the Kinsale Head and the 

adjacent Ballycotton and Seven Heads gas fields in the Celtic Sea, was acquired 

by PETRONAS in 2009. PSE Kinsale Energy Limited remained Ireland’s only indigenous source 

of natural gas until 2015 when the Corrib gas field came into production. 

Commenting on the end of production the Kinsale are Gas fields, Mandy Johnston, CEO of the 

Irish Offshore Operators’ Association said “IOOA notes, with sadness, the end of gas 

production at the Kinsale Head gas field after 42 years of production. Throughout that time, 

gas from Kinsale Head has been a mainstay of the economy in the Cork region, a catalyst for 

many industries and provided Ireland with a reliable, secure, clean and safe source of 

energy.”     

 

Note to editors. 

PSE Kinsale Energy, through its Marathon Oil predecessor, has been involved in exploration 

offshore Ireland for more than half a century. Marathon Oil drilled the first well offshore 

Ireland 50 years ago, in summer 1970. The following year, with only the third well drilled in 

the Irish offshore, the company discovered the Kinsale Head gas field, 50 km off the coast of 

Co. Cork, in 90 meters water depth. A number of satellite gas fields (Ballycotton, Southwest 

Kinsale and Seven Heads) were discovered between 1991 and 2003 and were tied back to the 

platforms.  

Production from the field began in 1978 and peak production occurred in 1995. The Kinsale 

Head field initially supplied gas to the power station at Aghada and subsequently to the 

entire country. The gas came ashore through a subsea pipeline to the Inch Terminal near 

Midleton, Co. Cork where it was metered and transferred to Gas Networks Ireland (GNI) for 

distribution nationwide. The Southwest Kinsale field was redeveloped and operated from 

2001 to 2017 as Ireland’s first offshore gas storage facility. 

The Kinsale Head gas field and associated satellite field developments transformed Ireland, 

being the primary enabler for the formation of Bord Gáis Éireann and the gas pipeline 

infrastructure, creating a large number of jobs and stimulating significant industrial 

development in the Cork area. The national grid, Aghada and Poolbeg power plants and the  



 

 

 

NET fertiliser plant at Marino Point in Cork were all constructed on foot of the Kinsale Head 

development, while Kinsale Energy spent €20-30 million annually in the local Cork economy 

for more than 45 years. In addition, the Kinsale Head development has also had considerable 

downstream impacts in terms of jobs and value add-ons to the regional economy, including 

the cluster of chemical and pharmaceutical companies in Cork Harbour that grew from the 

availability of gas from the Kinsale Head field. The gas field was also a catalyst for many 

industries in the Cork region, some of whom developed into global companies.  
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